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SERMON OUTLINES. 

2 Cor. 5 : 14-17 : 

' ' For the love of Christ constraineth us ; because we thus judge, that one died for all, 
that they who live should no longer live unto themselves, but unto him who for their 
sakes died and rose again. Wherefore we henceforth know no man after the flesh : 
even though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now we know him so no more. 
Wherefore if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature : the old things are passed 
away : behold, they are become new." 

Introduction : Paul was a remarkable man. It was easy for his 
enemies to account for him as beside himself. Cf. the travels, dangers, 
persecutions, growing hostility of the Jews, and "false brethren" : yet 
there was no abatement of zeal. It was very strange in an oriental 
and a Jew. 

Theme: The explanation of a consecrated life — the love 
of Christ. 

I. The love of Christ has revealed itself in dying for all. — Contrast 
the love for Christ and Christ's love for us. Paul refers his life to his 
belief in the reception of that love. Cf. the influence of receiving love 
from our friends. Christ had shown his love to be the highest type 
of love — a ransoming love, the innocent for the guilty. This fact had 
profoundly affected his life. 

II. Such was his debt to Christ that he was not longer living for him- 
self but for Christ. — That was the purpose of redemption. Paul 
accepted it. Contrast this relation of gratitude with that of slaves. 
Paul could not live in Tarsus to get riches, or in Jerusalem as a promi- 
nent Jewish leader. 

III. A new relation is established with men — not to say with Christ. 
Cf. vs. 16. 

a. Some men were supposed to have an especial advantage in 
their acquaintance with Christ in the flesh. Paul is under the quite 
different relation Of one who realizes in himself the power of the death 
and the resurrection. 

b. So he views men in no ordinary way. He is theirs for Christ's 
sake. 

Conclusion : The secret of any consecrated life will be found in 
the great fact that, having known Christ in the deepest sense, he is 
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moved by Christ's love to be a new creature (creation). He is not 
insane: he is "in Christ." 

EXEGETICAL CRITICISM. 

Is it by inadvertence or intention that the preacher has omitted, both 
from the text as quoted and from the treatment of it in the sermon (following 
"died for all"), the words "therefore all died ; and he died for all" ? 

In either case it is certainly a mistake. The text ought not to be muti- 
lated ; and if it is quoted in full, these words, difficult of understanding for 
almost all readers, should receive some attention and explanation. 

If the outline fairly represents the sermon, it is to be feared that from the 
point of view of exposition it would not be preeminently successful ; that the 
audience would not go away with a very clear conception of the real meaning 
of the text. If a preacher takes a text as long and as rich as this, he ought, 
usually at least, to treat it in such a way that hi ; intelligent hearers will go 
away with a clearer, fuller understanding of the text, so that, whenever they 
come upon it in their reading again, it will shine out with the meaning which 
the sermon has shown them in it. This sermon, it is to be feared, would not 
have accomplished this result. The introduction ought to lead more directly 
up to the text. The exposition of "love of Christ" is good ; a study of the 
word " constrain " would, perhaps, bring out some equally suggestive material 
at that point. "Therefore all died" calls, as said above, for consideration; 
and surely there should be some treatment of the "new creator,?" in Christ. 

E. D. Burton. 

HOMILETICAL CRITICISM. 

I have to judge this plan simply as a plan. I have no doubt that my 
opinions would be modified, to a certain extent, should I read the sermon of 
which it is the basis. Looking at it, then, as I would were it presented in the 
classroom for criticism, I find it defective in two particulars : 

First, it does not contain sufficient substance to promise a satisfactory 
sermon. A single illustration is suggested in the first main division, and a 
single one in the second ; and neither is of a nature to admit of lengthy 
development. The preacher should accumulate a mass of thought, and then 
should arrange it for writing or for extemporaneous delivery. I find no evi- 
dence here of abundant material. 

The second defect is that of overlapping. The first and second main 
divisions are identical in substance. The identity of the two seems to me 
complete. Both state the cause, which was the sacrificial love of Christ ; the 
occasion, which was the reception of that love by the sacred writer ; and the 
effect, which was the transformation of the life. There is a certain difference 
of language, but I can detect no real difference of thought. Moreover, I 
have a doubt whether the third main division is not so far anticipated in the 
first and second as to lose much of its freshness and force. 

Franklin Johnson. 
The University of Chicago. 



